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North Vieban- They looked bener thaa auyme co d
have im gine4 afterwbat tb€t' had €nftEed Onb
montbs later, Air Force Cad. E Ala! Brudno commit-
ted suicidq he was the ffrgt-to die. lt vras natio!8I!ews-

I thinkit's time for anti-VietnamWar

How could anyone give upjust whea he bad won bis freedom aF
ter more than seven years ofunspeakable tortue? As his brcth€r,
one who feels the pain ofhis loss as deeply today as wten it bap-
pend perbaps I can povide some ofthe aaswers. Suicide never
bas simple c.uses, but bis story reveals some mfirri.hd h,usfoess
from the Vietusm War.

This youg American llien bad notiing to be eqhqmed about
Posthrmous$. he received the Silver Star, two Prrple l{earts
and other medals. He took tle worst the North Viitlanese
dish€d out. Yl. fe[ou' prisoners said he nras 'bard-core, tough ...
he often mod<ed his captors ad keg. bis honor ... be was oue of
us." He vas one of the POWs viho were praded throug! Ilanoi,
called war criminals and subjed€d to in@edible pLysicil abuse.
For his first 2tl yean of cqfrvity, he was allowed ti send m ta-
ters. tlis hnily did nd bow wLetber he wag even alive. Laer,
he courageously s$ped into one ofhis letters (we received
fewer thsn 20 in 7tl years) that tbe "problen with hcs Grrnhe
cigarettes) on his skin' bad deared up a bit, thus Foviding the-
ffrst evideDce tbat our POWs were being torarreil ftat EEat-
ment was mild- On many occasions he sras beaten senseless or
hrmg Aom the ce'l;g by ropes tied to his arms, wiich were
ru*sed togeiher behfud his back rmtil his should€,r blrdee
louche4 lelving his arms penlyzed loDg thercafter. Tte pain is' possible for us to ;m"dne, yet he held out hope frr his-return
with honor-

He wert to Vietnam in September t965 because lre was told to.
He did not go bomb churcles ald bospitals, or because he batod
the NorthVietnamese, orbecause he vras a hller. He wettbe,
cause his cormfy asked hiD to, as it would bave 'gqn t a Hitler or
a Saddam Husseb He was not some hot-sbot, 'n 

-cho 
Top Grm.

He actuallyjohed the Air Force to b€€ome an astonaut. Thir$
days after he arrived in Sotrtheast Asia. he was sbot docD" He suF
vived undl bis rcl€ase in t973, because ofbis love of cqmry. ltwe
of his wife and 6nily and bis belidthat he saciffced so mrich for
sometbiDg. But a waning ofwbat awaited l'im came before he
evsn set foot on U.S. soil Soneorc dose to him saidto me, "IIe
bas to loow that the war was won[."

After the euphoria ofhis release-wore @ be realized tbat a lot
of the propaganda that bad accmpanied his torture sessioDs u|as
true. IIis ow! coreEym€D w€nt b€yond beiq eg'ln<t the waE
mary srryported ahose he md€rstandably viewed to be the

"enemy." Ttis was not some phlosophical
or lnlitical csacetrt for hiY' The enemy
were the people who had beaten eome of
bis comrades to death- His idealized in-
age ofwtat would follow his let.cD began
to crumbb. f begged the percon who set
out to t€il hirn rhat be 'rceded" to lnow
the "euth about ihe war to not do bo. or
at least to give hiE some time. I said he
bad to believe wiat he endued was
worth it somehow. Desllah, then self-
doubt, &€n a fteling offiihre set in. Theu
tlisaster suudr.

IIe b€cane a victim Dot iust ofthe North
Vietnanese, hrt ofthe :nqhility of so many
in his owo cotmty, drriugth't horrible
war, to separate the war ftm the warriors.
Many retuning soldiers be&re him were
spat ryu and branded as murderers, ofteu
just aft€r srrviving th€fo own harrowing
eqlerriences- No wmdertlene was a'Vienam Syn&ome." l,ike my brother,
bw wanted to go !o war, yet AmericaDs or
tbe Ieft did not respect tbeir saaiffce, be-
cause it somehos conflicted r;ithtbenps-
sionate autiwar belie&. Drap€d h the fr€e-
don of speech this cormtry prwides,
self:iglteousand designatingthemselves
as true patiots, tbry waved the Viet Cong
flag andjurtiffed their silerce over the
teameat of tbe POIVs b)' sayiDg $d al

tbatbas to be done to he$ the PO\Ds is endthe iar- Unfortuate-
\', rhor,took a wtile. Today, nu.uy antiwar prot€st€rs Foudly
claim rh'r tbey were riglt about the w.ar, in pert as a risult oi
Robert McNamara's belated admission tbat he was wrong
Whether th war was rigfu or wrmg these *ere out boy" ttey
deserv€d our sr4rport whateven the cause, whatee€r tbe resull

The artiwarmov€m€nthas y* to recogaize tb pab and
heartads tbat it cansed. My biother bad-no say in 

-the 
politics that

s€Dt him to war. The I'd ofafDreciatioD for qrbat he b;d done
combiqed with the ratiorale ;f-tho€e wto gave aid aad cornft,ri to
the enemy, helped desboy tbe s'ill to live that had k€Et hirn alive
br all thoseyears.

AII that vas needed then w'as for the nost vocal American
aatiwar {nkespersms, the oaes llanoi w"as dearly listening to,
to sal th't s'hile th€ry believed the war was wrong or FOWs
must be qFated according to the Geneva Couvention, Histcy
bas now docrmented H&oi's grcat s€ositivity to tle swiDgs irf
Americatr public opinion. For years, my f.rnib aDd I b€ggd
the-se leaden of the left to do rhie. hrt to oo arrail- To do so would
bave beea lro-waf somehow- As a resulg the North yiet-
nane.se had years of &ee rcin to tortrEe and kill orr mea- \{hen
the pows' &milies w€f,e ftaelty able to get atteution in lI)Tl and
1912, the heament &amatically imuroved For uauv of the
POWs, rmfrrtrm*ely, Us d"'n"ge was done. Ttis is ihe unfin-
ished business ofrh"t war. Few Americans who were silent theu
bave acknowledged much responsih.liqr for the consequences of
tbeir adinus on tbe home front Whetber the war was right cn
wro4 tben or now' is irrelev.anf

Years ago, I tded to get nytrotlct's ume added to the
Vietnam M€morial vr"all I vras told rh'r I could nc, because tbe
wall was for serviceneu wb werekilled in Viebam or died la,ter
iomwouds receivedthelte. TecbDicany, I gwss, Alan BiudDo
was Eonally {'otnded back brre-
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